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Fully Funded – Professional Study Visit

Lake Garda and Val d’Orcia, ITALY

19th – 24th September 2008
Introduction
21st Century Era Ltd has secured funding from the EU Leonardo Da Vinci Programme and in collaboration with the Lake District World Heritage Project has created a partnership with the Sapienza Università di Roma, and the Cambridge Centre for Landscape and People.  The partnership is designing a five day professional exchange project to visiting heritage & regeneration projects in both Lake Garda and the World Heritage Site of Val D’Orcia in Italy.
Purpose of Study Visit

All Leonardo Da Vinci Programme funds projects involve working with European partners, they build partnerships, exchange best practice, increase the expertise of staff and develop the skills of learners.  This project will seek to find sustainable solutions for rural areas who are burdened with a run-down or under-utilised historical environment and landscape through the exchange of best practice.

Sharing best practice from across the EU is crucial to the sustainable development of historic sites. 
You have an opportunity to take part in this fully funded exchange if you are working in the field of regeneration, heritage or landscape. The overarching goal of the project is the development of skills and knowledge through a series of learning exchanges on the following themes:

1. Public-Private Partnerships: A Meeting of Minds 
2. Cultural Renewal - Cultural Tourism: Heritage Sites and Their Potential 

3. Heritage: The Power of Historic Places 

4. Sustainable Tourism: New Doors to Our Shared Past 

5. Sustainable Regeneration: The Legacy of Change 

Funding
All travel costs from point of departure (Manchester airport) are covered and there is a daily allowance for accommodation and subsistence.  This allowance should cover the total cost of the exchange for each beneficiary/delegate, however this is not guaranteed and you may be asked to contribute a small amount for internal travel.  No UK travel costs can be covered by the allowance.  Leonardo Da Vinci rules state that the exchange must span a minimum of 5 working days and all beneficiaries must undertake the full programme of events.
There are just 12 places available and you need to express an interest as soon as possible and no later than the 23rd July.  Selection is competitive and there is no guarantee of a place.  A detailed itinerary is currently being drafted by the Italian partners, there is a summary on the next page.
How to apply

If you are interested in taking part in this professional exchange project then please send an email which describes your role within your organisation, let us know why you think you should go, how you will disseminate the learning within your organisation on your return and how this will benefit your organisation.  Your email should be no more than 200 words and must include your full contact details.

Send your expression of interest no later than the 23rd July 2008 to Mike Clarke, Director of the Lake District World Heritage Project email: mike@lakeswhs.co.uk
Summary of Visit Programme
	19th September
	07.10 
	Depart UK -  from Manchester Airport

	
	10.40
	Arrive Milan Airport

	
	13.30 
	Bus transfer, Arrive Lake Garda

	
	15.00 – 18.30 
	Lake Garda Villas -  afternoon of presentations and site visits

	
	18.30
	Welcome dinner

	20th September
	09.30 – 17.30 
	Lake Garda Villas - day of presentations and site visits

	
	17.30
	Delegates work shop followed by Dinner

	21st September
	09.00 – 13.30 


	Travel by Bus to Val D’Orcia 



	
	15.00 – 18.30
	Val D’Orcia - afternoon of presentations and site visits

	
	18.30 
	Delegates work shop followed by Dinner

	22nd September
	9.30 – 16.30
	Val D’Orcia day of presentations and site visits


	
	16.30
	Delegates work shop followed by Dinner

	23rd September
	9.30 – 16.30
	Val D’Orcia day of presentations and site visits


	
	16.30 
	Delegates work shop followed by Dinner

	24th September
	TBA
	Depart Florence Airport


Notes

Lake Garda

Lake Garda (Italian Lago di Garda or Benaco) is the largest lake in Italy. It is located in Northern Italy, about half-way between Venice and Milan. It is in an alpine region and was formed by glaciers at the end of the last ice age. The lake and its shoreline are divided between the provinces of Verona (to the south-east), Brescia (south-west), and Trento (north). Being easily accessible from the north via the Brenner pass, the lake is a major tourist destination with a wealth of heritage, including medieval castles, palaces and villas.
Val d’Orcia

The landscape of Val d’Orcia is part of the agricultural hinterland of Siena, redrawn and developed when it was integrated in the territory of the city-state in the 14th and 15th centuries to reflect an idealized model of good governance and to create an aesthetically pleasing picture. The landscape’s distinctive aesthetics, flat chalk plains out of which rise almost conical hills with fortified settlements on top, inspired many artists. Their images have come to exemplify the beauty of well-managed Renaissance agricultural landscapes. An agrarian and pastoral landscape reflecting innovative land-management systems; towns and villages; farmhouses; and the Roman Via Francigena and its associated abbeys, inns, shrines, bridges, etc.   The Val d’Orcia is an exceptional reflection of the way the landscape was re-written in Renaissance times to reflect the ideals of good governance and to create an aesthetically pleasing picture.
Partner Websites

21st Century Era Ltd



www.era-ltd.com
Lake District World Heritage Project

www.lakeswhs.co.uk
Sapienza Università di Roma 


http://w3.uniroma1.it/dptu/
Cambridge Centre for Landscape and People
www.cclp.group.cam.ac.uk
